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UcTtpebutenn RAF SEAC

Spitfire Mk.VIII
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C60pKy Moaenun nponssoauTe cornacHo cxeme. Kaxkgas aetanb Ha cxeme c60pku
0603HayeHa HOMepoM, COOTBETCTBYIOLLIMM HOMEpPY Ha JIMTHUKOBOW pamke. [etanu
cnepyeTr OTAENATb OT JIATHUKOB HOXKOM WM APYTUM PEXYLMM MHCTPYMEHTOM
(cobnt0paitTe 0CTOPOXKHOCTL NPU paboTe C OCTPbIMU NpesMeTaMu).

MecTa cpesa geTaneil 3a4MCTUTE HOXOM, HaXKAA4YHOW 6Gymaroi wau ppyrum
NOAXOAALWMNM UHCTPYMeHTOM. [lns c60pku Mopenn pekomeHpyeTcs UCNosb30BaThb
nonuctuponbHbii kneit MC unm ero 3apy6ekHble aHanoru. lMocne BbiCbiIXaHus
CKJIeeHHbIX AeTaneili Mogenn obpaboTaiiTe KneeBoii LLOB abpasMBHLIM UHCTPYMEHTOM.

Ucnonb3yitTe MUHUMaNbHOE KosMuecTBO Kiaes. M3beraitTe ero nonagaHus Ha
OKpallieHHble MOBEPXHOCTU Mogenu. Mpu KenaHum Ulyunte NpPoTOTUN, 3TO NOMOXKET
6onee TWiaTeIbHO cO6paTh U 0HOPMUTL BalLy MOAESTb.

Mopenb pekoMeHayeTCcA OKpaLLMBATb CreLMabHbIMU KpacKaMu 415 N1IaCTUKOBbIX
mogaenei. Mpuctynas kK c6opke Moaesnu, 3apaHee 03HAKOMbTECb CO CXEMOI1 OKpPaCKM.
Mepen okpackoi Mogesib peKoMeHAyeTcs 06e3)KUpUTb, Hanpumep, MblbHBIM
PacTBOPOM U TLLATE/IbHO NPOCYLINTb. Pa6oTy C K/1IeeM 1 Kpackamu cieflyeT NPpoBOAUTL B
XOpPOLLO NPOBETPMBAEMOM NOMELLLEHWUM, FA,e HET OTKPbITOrO OTHS.




D17/D16 (with B34)
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D15/D14 (with B33/B32)




Model Model
Master Master
A | 1768 |MattWhite Benebiii, MaToBbIN J 2054 |Dark Earth TEMHO-KOPUYHEBbIN, MaT.
B 1749 |Flat Black YEpHbI, MaToOBbLIN L 1785 |Rust PxaBunHa
C | 2060 |RAF Dark Green TEMHO-3eneHbln, maToBbii | M| 1795 |Gunmetal YepHEHHaa cTanb
D | 2058 |RAF Medium Sea Grey Cepo-rony6oii, MaToBbIi P | 1705 |Insignia Red KpacHblin, MaTOBbI
E | 2057 |RAF Ocean Grey TéMHO-cepblii, MaTOBbIN R | 1736 |Leather Koxa
F | 2049 |RAF Sky «Type S» CBeT10-cepo-3eéHbii S | 1781 |[Aluminium AntoMurHui
G 1708 |Insignia Yellow KénTtbin, MaTOBbLIN T 1780 |Steel Cranb
H 2062 |RAF Interior Green 3enéHbll, MaTOBbLIV U 1712 |Field Green OnnBKOBLIN
MeTop HaHeceHus AeKaneil. YUCTbIM HOXKOM MJIM HOXKHMLLAMU aKKypaTHO
Bbipe)XXbTe Heo6xoaumblit anemMeHT. lNMorpysuTte ero B Tenayk Boay Ha 20 TeMHO-KOPUUHEBbIii TeMHO-3e/1eHbIii
ceKkyHp, MpunoXxue pgekanb K HEO6X04UMOMY MeCTY, aKKypaTHO ypanaute - 2054 Dark Earth - 2060 Dark Green
NOAJIOXKKY. Mnockoii KuCTblo YAanuTe Ny3blpbKU BO34YyXa U C/1erka npuxxmure
annimnkaumio. Mocne BbiCbIXaHUsl feKaneil BaXKHbIM TaMMOHOM yjanuTte Coerno-cepi Eonin
OCTaTKM KNest BOKPYT HUX. 2049 Medium S 1768 v::i:::

OKpaCKa U MapKUPOBKa

Spitfire Mk.VIIl co3paBancs Kak BbICOTHbI UCTpe6uTenb, Gyayum no cytu
Mk.VIl 6e3 repMokabuHbl. O6neryeHne camosieTa 6J1aroTBOPHO CKas3asioCcb Ha
JNIeTHbIX XapaKTepUCTUKaX, HO ero Bbibop Ansa AsnaTcko-TuxookeaHckoro TB/,
rae 6ou WM B OCHOBHOM Ha MasibiX M CPeAHUX BbICOTaX, BbIFIAAUT CTPAHHbBIM —
HO TOJIbKO Ha nepBbiit B3rnaa,. Cpeayn poctonHcte Mk.VIIlI 6bina 6onbluas, no
cpaBHeHuio ¢ Mk.IX, panbHOCTb, YTO, yuntbiBas pasmepbl TBL, u pegkyto ceTb
MMeIoLMXCS TaM a3poApPOMOB, 6b110 KpuTUYHO. Tak YacTu Koponesckux BBC B
WHpun n Bupme, nosixe soweaiume B Fpynny colosHbix Boick B KOro-BoctouHoit
Asun  (SEAC), n Koponeeckue Asctpanuiickme BBC cTanu rnasHbiMu
nonyvaTtensamu Spitfire Mk.VIIIL.
MepBoHavanbHo "Cnutdalipbl” B UHAUMM neTtanu ¢ yaIMHeHHbIMU "BbICOTHbIMKU"
3aKOHL,0BKAaMU KpblJIb€B, HO BCKOpEe BbIACHWJIaCb, YTO NpPU 3HEPrUYHOM
MaHEBPMPOBAHUMU Ha MasbiX BbICOTAaX WX MCMNOJIb3OBaHWE MNPUBOAUT K
AedopMaLLUmM KOHCTPYKLMMN KPbl/beB. 3aKOHL,0BKU 3aMEHU/IN Ha ""CTaHAapTHbIE",
HO FrNaBHbIM OT/IMYMEM a3uaTcKux "CnnTdainpos" cTaam OKpacka U MapKUPOBKa.
Kak 1 npoune 6putaHcKue camoneTbl, aelictBoBaBwme B MHaum n Bupwme,
"CnuTtdaiipbl" Nosyunan onosHaBaTesibHble 3HAaKWM, Ha KOTOpbIX He 6blI1o
KpacHOro ugeTa (4To6bl He NyTaTb UX C AMNOHCKUMU "XUHOMapY"), a 6enbiii 6bia
3aMeHeH Ha CBeT/I0-rosly6oil. 3To, a TaK)Ke CUJIbHO YMEHbLUEHHbI pa3mep
Aenano O3 C/IMIIKOM Masio3aMeTHbIMU, U AN 061eryeHus pacno3HaBaHUs Ha
camonieTbl 66111 HaHeceHbl 6e1ble N0J10ChI Ha KPblibs (LuMpuHoii 24 grovima - 12,7
MM B 1/48), Kunb u xsoctoBoe oneperue (18 aroitmos - 9,5 mm B 1/48). Kpome
TOro, UCXOAHbIN "eBponeickuin” kamydask (nons ceporo (Ocean Grey) u TeMHO -
3eneHoro (Dark Green) ugeTta cBepxy, cBeTn0-cepbiit (Sky) cHU3y) 6611 U3MeHeH
3aMeHON cepbiX nATeH Ha KopuuHesble (Dark Earth), uto 6osbwe
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO LLBETOBO raMMe A KYHI/1eil.
OpHUM 13 nogpasaeneHuit, netaswmx Ha Spitfire Mk.VIII 8 Ungumn n Bupme 6bina
152-7 3ckaapwuibs, caMoJieTbl KOTOPOi 6bliM yKpalleHbl U306pakeHuem
MaHTepbl B MpPbDKKE - CHayasla HeGO/IbWIMM, HO K KOHLY BOIHbl  CMJIbHO
yBesmumBwUMcA B pasmepax. Ha camonete, npeacrasneHHom 3gecb, Mk.VIII
MT982, B mapTe 1945 roga netan c asapogpoma Cunta (Bupma) cksagpoH-nngep
I'paHT KeHT, koMaHaup 152-i1 sckaapubm.

Painting and markings

Being esentially the Mk.VII without pressurized cockpit, Mk.VIII was a high-
altitude fighter. So its choice for Indo-Pacific region, where almost all fighting was
al low or medium altitudes, looks strange - but at first glance only. While, indeed,
Mk.VIIl showed its best performance at height, it had another one crucial
advantage over low-level Mk.IX - range. Given vast areas of the Eastern theater
and scarcity of airfields there, RAF squadrons in India and Burma (later under
South-East Asia Command - SEAC) and RAAF become the main customers of
MK.VIIIL

It soon become evident that in HF configuration Spitfire was not well-suited for
low-level dogfights, so elongated wing tips, which overstressed aircraft during
violent maneuvering, were replaced with “normal” ones, But the most drastic
change in appearence of SEAC Spitfires come from a new paintjob.

“Eastern” fighters, as other British aircraft at the theater, got special roundels of
dark and light shades of blue, to avoid any chance to take them for the Japanese
“meatballs”. New colours and smaller size made new insignias almost invisible, so
further recognition aids were added in form of white bands over the wings (24'
(12,7 mm in 1/48) wide), and fin and tailplanes (18" (9,5 mm in 1/48) wide). Also
“European” camouflage of Ocean Grey/Dark Green over Sky was altered by
replacing Ocean Grey with Dark Earth for better blend into jungle landscapes.

One of the units fought in Burma was 152 Squadron, their Spitfires adorned
with a leaping panther silhouette - small at first, but greatly enlarged towards the
war end. The aircraft presented here, M;.VIIl MT 982, was flown by Squadron
leader Grant Kerr, CO of 152 Sqn, from Sintha airfield, Burma, in March 1945.
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